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NACXANbHWUM BIONIETEHb- EASTER BULLETIN

LWMUPO BITAEMO BCIX Y HALUIW OYXOBHIA rPOMAAL!
A WARM WELCOME TO OUR SPIRITUAL COMMUNITY!

PO3KNAA BEOrOCNYXIHb - SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

B ymoBax naHgemiii, My NpoaoBXYEMO NpAMY Bigeo-TpaHcnauito borocnyxeHb
yepes Hally cTopiHky Facebook:
Official Saint Sophie Ukranian Orthodox Cathedral. Bcix 3anpoluyemo o y4acri!

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we continue to livestream our weekly services
through our Facebook page:
Official Saint Sophie Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral. All are welcome to join us!

18-ro kBiTHss, CTPACHA CYBOTA
23:30 - MonyHowHuua (HadzpobHe)

19-ro kBiTHA, CBITJIE XPUCTOBE BOCKPECIHHA - MACXA
24:00 - MacxanbHa YmpeHs - Benukodxa Jlimypais
MMOCBAYEHHA NMACOK

20-ro kBiTHsi, CBITNUU NOHEAINOK
Ce. Jlimypeis 8 9:30 paHKy

Saturday, April 18 - April 18, GREAT AND HOLY SATURDAY
11:30 p.m. Nocturnal (“Nadhrobne”, Graveside)

Sunday, April 19 - RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD - PASCHA
12:00 a.m. Paschal Matins and Divine Liturgy
BLESSING OF BASKETS

Monday, April 20, BRIGHT MONDAY
9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy




MoTpebyioTh Hawmx monuTos: Teopocis Basep, Bipa Bydak-Curen, OkcaHa XaHb, Bonogumup XomeHko, Tapac Nykano, lNasno
Knumuyk, NMloamuna Kouepra, Hukonait Muxainiok, Mapax Onuutyk, Onekca MaukoBcbkuit, €eren Miasucoubkuin, Onbra [MiHo,
FOnist Mytukap, OkcaHa PycuH, 3eHosis i Metpo Cadynko, Ctedania Lesuyk, [laHuno i AHToHIHA CreumiumnH, Mapis Tekena,
Onecst Bonoluyk, Mapist 3anescbka, AnHa 3y6eHko, Mapycs 3umoBeub, [Ixopx Mawxciok, Teoaop i KceHs Camontok, Opucs
AsauMipelib, Muxaiino i Fanuna Bakynid, Mapis [Jsuraino XutnHceka, Masno [suraino, JxeHedep KywwHip, Onena JlaHuyepec

Prayers for health: Theodosia Bawer, Vera Buchak-Séguin, Oksana Chan, Wolodymyr Chomenko, Taras Hukalo, Paul Klymchuk,
Ludmila Kocherha, Nickolai Michailuk, Mario Onyszchuk, Alex Pachkowsky, James Pidwysocky, Olga Pineau, Julie Puszkar,
Oksana Rusyn, Zenovia & Peter Safulko, Stella Shewchuk, Dan & Antonina Stechysin, Mary Tekela, Lesia Voloshchuk, Maria
Zalewski, Anna Zubenko, Marusia Zymowec, George Panciuk, Teddy and Xenia Samoluk, Orysia Avdimiretz, Michael and Halyna
Wakulin, Mary Dwyhajlo Zytynsky, Paul Dwyhajlo, Jennifer Kushnir, Helen Lancheres.

NAPA®IANbHI NOAIT TA OrONIOWEHHA

PARISH EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

NOCBAYEHHSA KOLWUKA: Moro moxHa 6yae npocTo
3ibpaTu BooMa, nocnyxaTtu Yepes IHTepHeT nacxanbHy
MITYprito, i BKIHLi CBALLEHWUK 3a4uTae MONUTBY
6narocrnoBeHHs nacxanbHux ctpas. [licnsa uboro
MOKPOMWTW Nacky i BEMIMKOAHIN KOLUMK Ma€ rnaea cim'i,
6aTbKO, MaTu, Aigycb Yn 6abus, XTOCb 3 CTapLUnX B
poawHi, npomoswBwU: B im'a, Cuna i Ceatoro [lyxa’.

THE BLESSING OF BASKETS: This time this may be done at home.
The family will listen to the Paschal Liturgy through the internet, and at
the end of the Service the priest will say prayers of Blessing of the
Easter baskets. After that, the head of the family, the father, mother,
grandfather or grandmother, one of the elders in the family take Holy
water and bless their Easter food, saying: In the Name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

NOOAKA: BucnoenoeTbes Wnpa noasika 3a
NPUrOTOBNEHHS 103K Y BepbHY Heainto.Ocobu ki
noxepTeyBanu Bepby 3i ceoro ropoaa: Cocpisi Octanyyk i
Tepesa Manactok. Ocobu ki pidany i npuseanu 40
uepkau: Ceprinn Ctactok, Bonoanmup Octanuyk i tHOpii
lena (koopauHaTtop). [AsakyeMo 3eHOHY

PUUKOB'AHY, 3BUUAAHUIA KOOPAWUHATOP, 33 Te WO BiH
BUCTYNaB pPafHWKOM, Ockinbku naHaemis COVID-19
obmexunna 3Bu4anHy [OCTaBKy.

GRATITUDE: We would like to thank the following people for donating
pussy willow branches from their gardens: Sophia Ostapchuk and
Teresa Panasiuk. Also, many thanks to those who cut and delivered the
pussy willows to the church: Sergei Stasiouk, Walter Ostapchuk and
Yoris Gella (coordinator). Additional thanks to Zenon Hryckowian, the
usual coordinator, for acting as an advisor, since the COVID-19
pandemic restricted the usual delivery.

CcrnosiAb [ MPUYACTHA: B ymoBax CBITOBOI NaHaeMiil,
MU, SIK, JYXOBECTBO MaEMO NpUTPUMYBaTUCS NEBHOO
NPOTOKOSY L0 A0 BiABiAMH napadiaH nig Yac BENUKOro
nocTy. B pasi HeobGxigHoi AyxosHOI obcnyru, Ans
BAXKO XBOPWX siki NoTpebyroTb yainexnHs Cnosidi un Cs.
MpuyacTs Ha AOMY 4M B fikapHi, 3BEPHITbCA A0 O.
Bonoaumupa, 514-947-2235 abo nuLuiTb
kouchnir.volodymyr@gmail.com

CONFESSION AND COMMUNION: [n a world pandemic situation we,
like the clergy, have to follow a certain protocol to visit our parishioners
during Lent. If you are in need of spiritual service or for the seriously ill
who require Holy Confession or Holy Communion at home or in the
hospital, please contact Fr. Volodymyr at 514-947-2235 or email
kouchnir.volodymyr@gmail.com

3ArAnbHI IHOOPMALII

GENERAL INFORMATION

KOHTAKTHA IHOOPMALIA: sikwio Bv nomiHsnm abo
nnaHyeTe MiHATU CBOIO AOMALLHIO Y MOLLTOBY aApecy,
3BepHiTbCcs Ao Bonoanmupa OcTanyyka
vostapchuk76@gmail.com.

CONTACT INFORMATION UPDATE: - Please contact Walter
Ostapchuk at vostapchuk76@gmail.com if your status, address,
telephone numbers or e-mail address have changed.

BW HE YYNnu JOBLUMN YAC BIf CBOIX APY3IB?
3aTenedoHyinTe [0 HuX. [loBifanTecs sk BOHU
noxmeatoTb. [JanTe IM 3HATH, LLIO BX NPO HUX AyMaETe Ta
TypbyeTecs. [Jo6pe cnoeo Ta Balua ysara - 3irpie AyLy
TIHOAMHI.

HAVEN’T HEARD FROM SOMEONE IN A WHILE? Give them a call.
See how they are doing. Let them know that you not only miss them but
also care enough to see if everything is okay. A kind word can go a long
way.

NEPEKA3ATU NOXEPTBY ANnA LEPKBU ABO
3AMNATUTU CBOKO YNEHCBKY BKIALKY —
HATWUCHITb: www.canadahelps.org. [sikyemo 3a Bali
WMPi NOXEPTBHU.

ONLINE DONATIONS & MEMBERSHIP PAYMENTS — can be made by
visiting www.canadahelps.org. Thank you for your generosity.




MEPEKA3 NMOXEPTBU ANnA LEPKBU ABO ONLINE DONATIONS & MEMBERSHIP PAYMENTS THROUGH

YJIEHCBKOI BKNALKMU - moxHa Yepes Haw Be6- "CANADA HELPS" can be made via our website stsophiemontreal.com.
cTopiHKy stsophiemontreal.com. B ymosax naHgemil, In this period of pandemic, our church is indefinitely closed for worship.
Hall XxpaMm 3a4nHeHuin Ana borocnyxeHb. HepinbHi Sunday services take place without the physical participation of the

Cnyx6u BinbysatoTbes 6e3 yyacTi BipHMx. Cutyauis He faithful, however we continue to host livestreamed services on our official
nerka Ans Beix Hac. OTpUMaHHs HaLoro xpamy icHye Ha | Facebook page in order to bolster spirits. The situation is difficult for
noxepTBax BIPHUX | HA YNEHCbKNX BHecKax. Mu everyone. Our church is maintained thanks to the donations of the
3BEPTAEMOCH [0 Hawmx napadisiH Ta NPUXUIbHUKIB, N0 faithful as well as by their membership fees. We appeal to our
MOXIIMBOCTI HaJlicCnaTh Ha HUX4Ye BKasaHy afpecy cBoi | parishioners and friends to offer their donations to our church in this

[06pPOBINbHY NOXePTBY Ha OTPUMAaHHSA BALLIOrO Xpamy, trying time, for which the Parish Council would express in advance their
3a WO LIepKOBHA paja BaMm LMpOo AAKYE 3a 3[anerits. deepest gratitude for your continued help. Thank you for your
generosity!

Monumea nid Yac nowecmi 32y6Hoi (naHdemii):

Focnoau, Boxe Haw, 6araTuin munocepasm i municTtio, wo CeoiMm Myapum MpoBuaiHHAM KepyeLl Halnm
XUTTAM, BUCTyXaW Hally MOMUTBY, NPUAMM NOKasiHHA 3a rPixy HaLli, NPUNWHKU MOLLECTb 3rybHy, Aka
cniTkana Hac, sik Tu i paHilue npunuHaB 3rybHi nowecti cepen nogen. MunocepaHuin Cnacutento, 3axmctu
300pOB’st TUX, XTO Ha Tebe ynosae. Jlikapto AyL i Tin HaLWKWX, Aav oAy>KaHHA TUM, LLIO XBOPIlOTb, | NigBeAn ix
3 noxa Healyrv Ta cTpaxgaHb. bnarocnosu, Mocnoaw, ykpinu i 3axuctu Csoeto GnarogatTio YCix TUX, XTO 3
BNarofiiHICTIO | XXEPTOBHICTIO NIKNYETLCA NPO XBOPUX BAOMA YU B fikapHsX. Buasonu nogen B Halomy
MicCTi (ceni, MOHacTupi), B HaLLii KpaiHi i N0 BCbOMY CBITY Bif nowuecTi 3rybHoi, Bia xBopob i cTpaxaaHb Ta
HaBYM HaC LiHyBaTW XUTTS i 300poB’s sk TBoi gapw. dan Ham, Boxe, TBi MUp | HAaNoOBHM Hallli cepus
HEMOXMTHOIO BipOto B TBIN 3aXMCT, Hadieo Ha TBoK NiATPUMKY i NoboB’to Ao Tebe i Hawmx GrnvxHix. TBoe
60 € Wob munysatu i cnacaTtv Hac, boxe Haw, | To6i cnasy Bodcunaemo, Otuto, i CuHy, i Ceatomy [lyxy,
HUHI | NoBcsAKYac i HaBiku BiKiB. AMiHb.

Prayer in the Time of Ruinous Pestilence (Pandemic)

O Lord, our God, Who is rich in compassion and mercy; Who directs our life by Your wise Providence. Hear
our prayer, accept the repentance of our sins, bring an end to the ruinous pestilence that befalls us as You
have, in times before, eradicated ruinous pestilence from among your people.
O Compassionate Saviour! Preserve the health of those who hope in You. O Physician of our souls and
bodies, grant recovery to those who are ill and raise them up from their beds of malady and suffering. O
Lord, bless, strengthen and protect, by Your grace, all those engaged, of their charity and generosity, in
caring for the sick: both in hospitals and in their homes. Deliver the people of our city (village, monastery),
our country, and throughout the world from ruinous pestilence, from illnesses and sufferings, and teach us
to value life and good health — as gifts from You. Grant us, O God, Your peace. Fill our hearts with
unwavering faith in Your protection, with hope in Your succour, with love for You and for our neighbours.
For Yours it is to have mercy upon us and to save us, O our God, and unto You we send up glory: to the
Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto the ages of ages. Amen.
*3ameepdxeHo CeaweHHum CuHodom lMpaeocnasHoi Liepkeu YkpaiHu. lMepeknad aHanilicbKo MO0
YkpaiHcbkoi [pasocnasHoi Liepkeu e KaHadi (3 6razocriogeHHs1 BucokornpeocssiueHHIwo2o
Rp® Mumpononuma tOpisi).
{¥  *Approved by the Holy Synod of the Orthodox Church of Ukraine. Translation into English by the
’ Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada (with the blessing of His Eminence Metropolitan Yurij)




Hopori 6patun i cectpu!
XpucTtoc Bockpec!

Mwu Habnmxaemocs 3ycTpiyati Ceitne Xpuctose BockpeciHHsi, sike GyAeMo CBATKyBaTM B yMOBax CBITOBOI
naxgemii. Baxko Ham ysiBUTK, i Ue B NepLue B iCTOpIl iCHYBaHHA LIEPKBM, KON Take BENUKe CBATO, XPUCTUAHN NO
uinomy caiti ByayTb Bia3HauyaTy 6e3 NpUCYTHOCTI BIpHMX B HALLNX Xpamax, 3a 3akpuTuMun Asepuma.

Mpuraaaiimo Bunagok 3 CeAToro nucbMa, nicnst BockpeciHHs XpucTa, sik BEYOpIno, TOro camoro AHs B TUXHI- a aBepi
 Bynu 3aMKHeHHi ae nepebysanu yuHi, paau CTpaxy 1oaeis,- BXoauTs Icyc, cTas nocepeauHi v kaxe im: = Mup BaM .
[pyrui pas BiH No BICbMOX AHsIX, KOMu AoMi npebyBanu yuHi, ABepi Tex Gynum 3aunHeHi, XpucToc 3axoanTb 40
anoctona Tomu, i kaxe: "Mup Bam™. (18.20.19-27) 5K BUCHOBOK 3 LibOro, Anis Haworo Cnacutens Hemae XoAHUX
MeX, HEMae npeLlkod, HeMae Hidoro 3akputoro, BiH € Bcroaw.

MoXnMBO LbOro pasy konu asepi Boxoro Xpamy 6yayTe 3a4MHeHi B Takuit BenvkoaHin AeHb Yepes KopoHasipyc, BCe
X Takm XpUcToC 6axae yBilTV B XMBUIA Xpam HaLLOT Ay, Xpam HaLIOro cepus, MOTIWWTK i 3aCnoKOITh Hac, 3i
crnoBamu: "MUP BAM™', Gaxae HanoBHUTKU Hac AyXOBHOI pagicTio.

Mam’'siTainMo, sik 61 0B6CTaBMHM He cknadanucs, BockpeciHHs Icyca XpucTa 3aexam 6yno i 3anuiaeTbCa CbOroAHi
0COBMNMBOI NOAIED ANA KOXHOIO XPUCTUAHMHA.

PosayMytoun Hag rmuboKo AyXOBHOK CYTTHO LIbOrO AMBOBMXHOTO TalHCTBA, MU MOXEMO NPOBECTU CBOEPIOHY
napanenb Ha HUHILLHI Yacy, 30Kpema Ha Ui cknagHi | HebeaneuHi npoueck, ski BiAGyBatloTbCA B LINOMy CBITI.

MoeTbes He TiNbKu NpO XOPCTOKI BOEHHI KOHMNIKTY, siKi MPUHOCHATb HELLACTA, YUCNEHHI NIOACHKI XepTBU, NOPYLIYKTb
MUP | CNIOKIN NIoZEN, a TakoX Npo CBITOBY NaHAeMio, sika 3abpana Tucsadi noaen.

ONWHMBLLMCB B LIEHTPI CBITOBOT NaHaemii, konu M1 BigpidaHi Big poboTu, poamnHu, NyGnivHOro XuTTs, 3a6opoHu bpatu
yyacTb B BoxectseHHux JliTyprisix, B Hac BUHMKae 6arato 3anutaHb, 0CoBnIMBO HanepeaoaHi CBATKYBaHHS XpuCTOBOTO
BockpeciHHS.

Tomy BenukageHb Ans HAC ,XPUCTUSIH, LIbOTO POKY, Lie BUKIWK HE NULLIEe AMNs CBITOBOI CMiNbHOTW, Bnaau, a 7]
Hacamnepen A1s KOKHOI POAVHU, ANS KOXHOTO 3 HAC, BIPyO4Oro XpUCTUSIHIHE, 0COBNIMBO. KOMU MU HE 3MOXKEMO NiTH
Ha BenvKavHb [0 LepKBM, LWo6 BasTH yyacTb B MacxanbHux Bignpasax. Lie Ans Hac € CBOEPIAHMI eK3aMeH. Hu
HAaBUMIMCSt MM B YMOBaX NanAeMmii aakysT Bory? Yu sayminu CTBOPWUTW MONWTOBHY aTMocdepy B CBOEMY AOMI?
CbOrogHi 3MIHUMOCS He TiNbKK Halle XUTTS ane i popma nyGnivHOi MONMTBM B HalLax Xxpamax, ski NpoxoasTb Y
chopmi Bigeo-TpaHcnALil.

£ xouy npusecTn poamoBy XpucTa i3 CamapsiHkoto, B sikint Cnacutens i Bignosigae npo MiCLIE MOKMOHIHHA.
**BaThbK Halli NOKMOHAMMUCA Ha Wit ropi (Mpu ubOMy 6oHa eka3arna Ha 2opy [apu3suH, a By roBOpUTE, O Micle, Ae
HaneXuTb NoKnoHATUCS (Boay), 3HaxoanTbes B Epycanumi”. ““Tocnoae i BiANoBiB, WO HacTaHe 4Yac, Konm He ByayTb
NOKMOHSITUCS Hi Ha Liilt ropi, Hi Ha iHwWii, a nuwe B Aywi. Mpuinae Yac, i HUKI BXe €, KONW CnpasXkHi NOKMOHHUKM
knaHsTMMyThest OTUeBi AyXOM Ta icTuHOMW, B0 Takux NokNoHHKKIB Wwykae OTeub Cobi. bor e [lyx (HeBnanMmm,
Ge3TinecHuni), i TUM, LLIO NOKNOHATLCA VoMY, HaneXuTb NOKNOHATUCA AYXOM Ta iCTUHO".

BWCHOBOK 3 LibOr0 MOXHa 3po6uTH, WO iCTUHHA 1 yrogHa bory cnyx6a € Taka, Konu foAn NOKMOHSITHCS Ortuesi
HeGecHOMY He CaMUM TiflbKU TIifIOM i HE CaMUMM NMULLIE 30BHILLHIMK 3Hakamu 1 crosamu, a BCIEI0 CBOEIO CYTHICTIO ,
BCicto Ayleto, wupo BipytoTb y bora, nobnats i WaHyTb Moro i ceoiMu fo6pumu ginamu Ta Munocepasm 4o
BRVIKHIX BUKOHYIOTb BOMO Boxy. Bo Lie | € CrpaBxHe WWPe NOKMOHIHHSA.

[opori Bpatn i Cectpu! Taka Haropa HacTana. Yac nobauuTy, sik M1 BMIEMO LaHyBaTu Focnoga He B xpami boxomy,
a BMacHii poauHi, cnasum B goma. MacxanbHe BiTaHHA «XpuCTOC BOCKpeC i3 MepTBux» Ak Hikonu mae byt
0COBMMBO CUMbHMM, CMOBHEHUM HaAIT Ta BipW.

Llen BenukaeHb Hexawn CTaHe AJ1s Hac XOPOLLOK Harof4ok NoCiyXunT oavH OAHOMY Ta 0BMIHSATUCS fapaMu NoAskn Ta
NPUIAHATK BCE, WO Bor Ham nocunae. | ue Byae, HaneBHO, HalKpaLle CBATKyBaHHA BenukoaHsa y Takomy CMIiBCIYXIHHI
ofjHe OOHOMY.



Llet ocobnmeuii cTaH BUMArae Bif HAC NEPEOCMUCNEHHS MEBHUX TPaAULiNHUX peye. ToMy, He ByTn y LEPKBI
(i3N4HO — HEe 03HaYvae He BiAYYTU BOXOT MpUCyTHOCTI,BOXOro 6narocrnoseHHsa. B monuTtei 4o CBATOro gyxa mu
MOnMMOCS: ~ Lapto HebecHui, YTiwuTenio [ylie iCTUHK, WO BCIOAM i BCE HanoBHsewW... OTke M1 BipUMO, WO Hyx
Boxuii, cam ocnodp Halu Aie y Beiit BcenewHii, Tam e Hale ceple nanae nio6osto 4o HbOro, Bidkpute Ans boxoi
nacku.

T

a Hawol Lepken BucokonpeocssileHHiworo Mutpononura KOpis, MNMpeocsaLLeHHILoro
Anppis, €Ennckona CxigHboi Enpapxii, BCiX HalWWx napadisH, WMPUX XepTBOAABLIB, NPUXMIbHIKIB, nobposonbuiB 3
CaiTnvm XprcToBnM BockpecinHam. BiTato Haly uepkoBHy pady Ha 4oni 3 ronosoto CuMoHoM KyKkneBCbkMM, BCD
Halmx napadisH aki nepebysatoTb B fOMax ONiku, B fikapHAX, BYMTENIB i AiTen wkonu imeHi Mutpononuta InapioHa

OrieHka,Ta BCi NpULEepKOBHI opraHisauil.

Hawnnepue BiTato MNepeoiepapx
f

Hes3abyabmMo B yCBOI MOMMTBAX 3rafaTii HalKMX BOTHIB 3aXWUCHUMKIB, siki Ha Cxofli YKpaiHu B okonax 3axuiialTb
HEe3aNexXHICTb Haloi aepxasu. Mam ATanMo y CBOIX MONUTBaX NPO MeANYHUIA NepcoHarn, nikapis, Meacecrep,
BOMOHTEPIB, AKi B 30Hi BEMNMKOrO PUSMKY ANt CBOTO XUTTH, [JONOMaratoTh iHWMM PATYBATU XUTTS.

OTX, Hexait Bockpecnuit Icyc XpUcToc po3BecenuTh THX, WO CYMYIOTb, CKPINUTL CUMU HEMIYHUX, NOTILLNTL OAVHOKMX.

| B Leit Yac CBiTOBOI NaHaeMii, XpucTosa LepKBa npuragye Ham, Lo nobnsunin OTewb 3aBXau € 3i CBOIM HAapoAoOM, a
0coBNMBO Y MOMEHTM Baxkmx BUNpobyBaHb. Hexait Mup, Hagis, Bipa i nto6os 6yayTb 3aBxan 3 BaMu.
LLlacnunBuin Yonosik, skuin Ha Mocnofa Bnoeae i 4ns Hapis B Focnoai( Epemis 17.7)

XpucToc BoicteHy Bockpec!
Macxa Xpuctosa, 19 kBiTHs, 2020 p. Boxoro
MpoT. Bonogumump KyLuHip

Dear brothers and sisters!
Christ is Risen!

We are approaching the glorious Resurrection of Christ, which we shall celebrate during a global pandemic. And this
is, | believe, the first time in the history of the Church, when Christians around the world will celebrate such a

great Holiday without the presence of the faithful in our temples. But whatever the circumstances may be, the
Resurrection of Jesus Christ has always been, and remains, a special event for every Christian today.

| call to your attention an episode from Scripture regarding Christ's Resurrection. It was the first day of the week and
the doors were locked, where the disciples were, because they were afraid of the Jews. At that time Jesus enters,
stands in their midst, and says: “Peace be upon you.” On the eighth day after this, again the first day of the week,
when the disciples were at home, the doors were again closed. Christ enters and Thomas was there this time and He
says again: “Peace be upon you". (Jn. 20:19-27). As we can see, there are no boundaries for our Lord, there are no
obstacles, nothing is closed to Him.

At this time, when the doors of the church are closed on Pascha due to the coronavirus, Christ wants to enter into the
living temple of our souls, the temple of our hearts to comfort and reassure us, with the words: “PEACE BE UPON
YOU'." to remind us that He is with us no matter where we may be.

Reflecting on the deep spiritual essence of this wonderful Mystery, we can draw a peculiar parallel to the present
times, in particular, to these complex and dangerous processes taking place throughout the world. It is not only

a matter of the violent military conflicts which bring misery, numerous human casualties, and disturb the peace and
tranquility of people, but also this worldwide pandemic which has claimed the lives of thousands.

As we find ourselves in the midst of a worldwide pandemic, when we are cut off from work, from family, from public life,
and when we are barred from participating in Divine Liturgies, we have many questions, especially on the eve of
Christ's Resurrection.

That is why Pascha for us Christians this year, is a challenge - not only for the world community, for the authorities,
but also for every family, for each of us believing Christians, especially since we shall not be able to go to Church for
Pascha to take part in the Paschal celebrations. This is also a sort of test for us: have we learned to give thanks to



God during a pandemic? Have we been able to create a prayerful atmosphere in our homes? Today, not only have our
lives been changed, but even the form of public prayer in our temples, which now take the form of video broadcasts.

I call to mind the conversation of Christ with the Samaritan woman, in which the Savior answers to her as to the place
of worship. She tells Him: “Our parents worshiped on this mountain (she indicated Mount Gerizim), and you say that
the place where we are to worship (God) is in Jerusalem."

The Lord answered her that there would come a time when people would worship “neither on this mountain nor
another, but only in the soul. The time will come, and now is here when true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit
and truth, for such worshipers are sought by the Father Himself. God is Spirit (invisible, incorporeal), and those who
worship Him should worship in Spirit and in truth."

One may conclude from this that true and pleasing service to God is when people worship the Heavenly Father not
only with the body and by outward signs and words, but by their whole essence - with all their soul sincerely

believing in God, loving and worshiping Him by their good works and charity to their neighbor, in this way doing the will
of God. For such is true and sincere worship.

Dear Brothers and Sisters! This time has arrived. It is time to see how well we can worship the Lord, not
in God's temple, but in our own family, sitting at home. This year's greeting "Christ is Risen from the Dead” must, as
never before, be particularly powerful, filled with hope and faith.

This Pascha offers a great opportunity for us to serve one another and exchange gratitude and gifts and to accept all
that God sends or permits. And this will be the best sort of celebration of Pascha in mutual service one to another.
These particular conditions require us to rethink certain traditional things. Not being in the church physically does not
mean that we can not feel the presence of God, the blessing of God. In prayer to the Holy Spirit we pray: “O

Heavenly King, Comforter, Spirit of Truth, everywhere present and filling all things ...” Thus we believe that the Spirit of
God, our Lord Himself, is active in the whole universe, everywhere where hearts burn with love for him, open to

God’s Grace and mercy.

First of all | greet our Primate, His Eminence Metropolitan Yurij, his grace Andriy, Bishop of Eastern Eparchy, and all
our parishioners, our donors, our supporters, our volunteers with the Bright Feast of the Resurrection of Christ.

I greet our Church Council, headed by the president, Simon Kouklewsky, all our parishioners who are in care

homes, in hospitals, the teachers and children of the Metropolitan llarion Ukrainian School, and all the Church
organizations.

Let's not forget to remember in our prayers our warrior defenders, who in the east of Ukraine, in the trenches defend
the independence of our state. Let's remember in our prayers the medical staff, the doctors, the nurses, the volunteers
who are at high risk for their lives, helping others and saving lives. May the risen Christ cheer those who grieve,
strengthen the infirm, and comfort the lonely.

And in this time of world pandemic, the Church of Christ reminds us that the loving Father is always with his people,
especially in trying times.

“Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord and whose hope is in the Lord” (Jeremiah 17:7)
Christ is truly Risen!

The Pascha of Christ, April 19, 2020
Archpriest Volodymyr Kouchnir
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