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IIMPO BITAEMO I'OCTEHN Y HAILIOMY XPAMI
A WARM WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS TO OUR COMMUNITY

PO3KJIAZ HEAI/IbHUX BOTOC/IY2KIHb

Ceama TaliHa Cnoegidb woHedini 8id 9:30 - 10:00

CIMEHb 2023

6 - CBaTnii Beuip. 18:00 - Benuke MNoseuip's

7 - PizpBo Nocnopa bora i Cnaca Haworo Icyca Xpucra
Nitypria 10:00

8 - Cobop MpecsaToi boropoauui. Jlitypria 10:00

9 - MyueHuka ApxianakoHa CtenaHa, Mpas. Mocuda, fasnaa
uaps, i Akosa bpata NocnogHboro. Jlitypris 10:00

14 - O6pizanHaA I.H.I.X. Hosuli Pik 3a KOniaHcbKUM KaneHOapem
Nitypria 10:00

15 - Hepina nepep boroasnenHam. Jitypria 10:00

18 - HaBeuip'a boroaBneHHA (XpeLLeHCbKUI CBAT-BeYip)
18:30 - Benuke Moseuip's 3 nitieto
19:00 - OcBa4eHHA BOAU

19 - borosBneHHA Nocnoaa bora Haworo Icyca Xpucra
Nitypria 10:00 - Benuke OcBayeHHA BOAU

20 - Cobop Cs. IBaHa Xpectutens. Jlitypria 10:00

22 - Hepina nicna boroasneHHa. Jflitypria 10:00
2poMaOCbKa crinbHa topdaHcbKa Kyms nicas J/limypeii e
uepKosHit 3ai.

29 - MokNoHiHHA YecHnm Bepuram Cs. An. MNetpa. fliTypria
10:00

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
Confession 9:30 — 10:00 am
JANUARY 2023

6 - Christmas Eve Great Compline 6:00 pm

7 - Nativity of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Liturgy at
10:00 am

8 - Synaxis of the Most Holy Theotokos. Liturgy at 10:00 am

9 - Holy Protomartyr and Archdeacon Stephen, Joseph the
Betrothed, David the King and James, the Brother of the Lord.
Liturgy at 10:00 am

14 - Circumcision of our Lord, St Basil the Great. New Year,
according to the Julian calendar. Liturgy at 10:00 am

15 - Sunday before Theophany. Liturgy at 10:00 am

18 - Eve of Theophany
Great Compline at 6:30 pm; Great Blessing of Water at 7:00
pm (strict Fast)

19 - Theophany of our Lord and Jesus Christ
Liturgy at 10:00 am - Great Blessing of Water

20 - Synaxis of St. John Baptist. Liturgy at 10:00 am

22 - Sunday after Theophany. Liturgy at 10:00 am
following the Divine liturgy will be a patronal feast - Christmas
Kutia in church hall

29 - Veneration of the Chains of the Apostle Peter. Liturgy at
10:00 am




MoTpebytoTb Hawmx moauTtoB: Teogocia basep, Bipa byyak-CureH, /lioamuna Kodepra, Hukona Muxanniok, €srenis MNigsrcoLbKa,
HOnia Mywkap, OkcaHa PycuH, 3eHosia Cadynko, Ctedania Lesuyk, JaHuno i AHTOHIHa CteumnwwmH, Onecsa Bonowyk, Mapyca
3umoseup, HOpitt NMaHuykK, KceHa Camontok, MannHa BakyniH, Mapia [suraiino MutnHcbka, xeHedep KywHip, OkcaHa lNyHKko, Opuca
Asaumipeub, Codia OnAaHcbKa.

Prayers for health: Theodosia Bawer, Vera Buchak-Séguin, Ludmila Kocherha, Nickolai Michailuk, Jennie Pidwysocky, Julie Puszkar,
Oksana Rusyn, Zenovia Safulko, Stella Shewchuk, Dan & Antonina Stechysin, Lesia Voloshchuk, Marusia Zymowec, George Panciuk,
Xenia Samoluk, Halyna Wakulin, Mary Dwyhajlo Zytynsky, Jennifer Kushnir, Oksana Hunko, Angelo Picciano, Irene Avdimiretz, Sophie
Oliansky.

MAPA®IAJBHI IO/II TA OTOJIOIIEHHA

HACTIHHI KANEHOAPI HA 2023 PIK: LlepKoBHMi1 KOMITET Ma€ B HAaABHOCTI KaneHaapi Ha npoaax. Baprictb $10. LLo6 npuabaty,
3BEpHITbCA [0 CTapmx bpaTie nepes nodaTkom BorxkectBeHHoI JliTyprii abo nicna Hei, abo 3BepHiTbca A0 Bonogmumupa

Ocranuyka vostapchuk76 @gmail.com. MpubyTKK Big npoaaxy KaneHaapa CxigHa enapxisa YMLUK cnpamoByBaTMme Ha guTaumi
HaBuyanbHo-peabinitavinHuii LeHTp Oxkepeno y /bBosi, YKpaiHa.

BIABIANHU 3 NOPOAHCBKOIO BOJOIO (EOrOABJIEHHS, 19 CIYHA 2023 p): Xou naHAemia B AeAKii mipi niwna Ha cnag, BOHa
e LinKom He 3HMKNA. TOMy IK MMHYIOTO TaK i LibOTO POKY, BiABIAMHM 10MIBOK 3 MopaaHCbKOIO BOAO, AK XTOCh Baxkae, byae 3a
0CoBUCTUM JOMOBNEHHAM. [poLly 3BEPHYTUCA [0 MEHe, W06 AOMOBUTUCA NPO AEHb i rOAMHY 3py4HUI ana Bac (514-947-2235).

BECINA: 21 ciuHa 2023 p. - Oleksandr Moroziuk & Anna Krolevets

TATHCTBO CMOBIAI | TPUYACTA: aKLo BK BakaeTe B Heinto npuctynuti go Cs. Cnosigi i Ce. MpuyacTa, naaHyiTe NPUXOAUTU Ha
niBrogMHu paHiwe, wo o. Bonogumumnp mir BuacHo nounHati Jlityprito. lMpouly Bi3bMiTb Lie Nif yBary, Ta AAKYHO 3@ Bally CMiBNpaLyo
i po3ymiHHa. Cnosigb 9:30 paHKy, Jlitypria 10:00.

BIABIAUHU XBOPUX: npuraayto, WO AKLWLO XTOCb i3 HalMX napadiaH noTpanue 40 NiKapHi, 3BepTarocs A0 POAMHM NOBIAOMUTH O.
Bosoammupa. TakoK NosigomTe HacToaTena Koam ocoba byna BUNMCAHA 3 NiKapHi YM [0 CTapeyoro 6yanHKy.

HEAINbHA LUKO/A NPU NAPA®II: HasuaHHa penirii 6yae 3 10:00 - 10:45 B LLepKoBHilt 3ani.

LLEPKOBHWI XOP: Penetuuji xopy no Heainax o 9:00 Ta 13:00. 3a iHdopmaLiiamu 3sepTaiiTeca Ao ManmHu Basepuak
(514) 620-9494. 3anpoLuyeMo HOBUX XOpUCTiB!

3YCTPIM 3A KABOLO: LoHeaini nicna JliTyprii B LepKoBHil 3ani 3anpoLuyemo BCix barkatoumx Ha Kasy, Yali i conoake Ta o
POANHHOrO CMiNKYBaHHA.

KAHA1 YOUTUBE: Saint Sophie Montreal: TpaHcasauis Hawmx HeainbHUX BiANPaB BiAOYBAETLCA B OHNAMH PeXUMI. 3anpoLlyeMo
nianucysaTmuca.

3ATAJIbHA IH®OOPMALIA

«CBIT/1I0 CEPEAQ TEMPABU; HAAIA CEPEA, CMYTKY | BTPATU» - CneujianbHWA BUNYCK pi3gBAHOI pagionepesadi "YKpaiHCbKoro
Yacy", B n’AaTHULIO, 6 ciuHA, 0 19.00 Ha Pagio cTtaHLii CFMB 1280 AM. CneuianbHuii ricTb nporpamu 6yae MannHa JlereHbKOBCbKaA —
MaMa maneHbkoi Mapii, cemu-piYHOT AiBYUMHKM, KA 3arMHyNa B pe3yibTaTi 36UTTa aBTomobina B MoHpeani, Koav Mwna 4o WKoAn 3
6paTom i cecTpoto. MNaHi MaNnHa NOAIANTLCA CBOIMKM AyMKaMKM NPO Te LLLO € CBIT/I0 cepes, TEMPABM i L0 € HaLia cepes, CMYTKY i
BTpaTW. Y nporpami byae Takox LWopiyHe pi3asaHe NpusiTaHHA Moro BucokonpeocsaleHcTBa Bnagukin Anapia, enuckona TopoHTa i
CxigHoi Enapxii, YL, 8 KaHaga,.

Pi3aBaHa pagionporpama byze AOCTynNHA 3a NOCMNaHHAM ukrainiantime.com.

KOHTAKTHA IH®OPMALIA: AKLLO BM MOMIHAM abO MaAETE HAMipP 3MIHWUTU CBOIO AOMALLHIO UM €IEKTPOHHY agpecy, 3BepHiTbCA A0
Ntobun MNykKac (Ipukas@bell.net), wob B LLepKOBHOMY peecTpi byna Bala BipHa agpeca



MNEPEKA3ATU MNOXEPTBY AN LLEPKBU ABO 3ANJIATUTU CBOKO YNIEHCbKY BKNAAKY: HATUCHITb: www.canadahelps.org abo
MOXKHa Bucnatm Yepes “Interac e-Transfer” Ha agpecy stsophiemtl@gmail.com. [aKkyemo 3a Bawi Wwupi noxkepTsu.

OTPUMAHHA T'YMAHITAPHOI IONIOMOTI'Y /1J11 HOBOIIPUBYJ/IMX 3 YKPAIHU
Lopoai Hosonpubyni YkpaiHyi!

Akwo sam nompibHa 0odamko8sa nopada, - 3arnpPoWyeEMO 8dc 00 YepKsu Ha 8idnpasy i onicas Ha Kasy 00 UepKOBHOI 3ai 015
CrinKyBaHHs, 0e 8U Moxceme 38epHymucs 3a 600amKoeoto iHpopmayiero 0o Hacmoamens o. Bosnodumupa.

Uupo dskyemo! [lo munoi 3ycmpivi 8 Hawomy xpami!

MOPOAHCHKA TPAAULINHA KYTA - Binbyaetbca B Heainto, 22 ciuna 2023 p., B napadianbHili 3ani nicna boxecTBeHHOI
Nityprii. XTo 6a)Kae B3ATU yyacTb Y CBATKYBaHHi HeobXigHO npuabatv abo 3abpoHIOBATM KBUTKMU 3a3aaneriapb.
BapricTb KBUTKa Ana gopocamx $20. Aitm ao 12 pokis y cynposogi 6aTtbKis - 6e3kowToBHO. Mignitkv Big, 13 ao 18 pokis
- 10S. HoBonpwubyni 3 YKpaiHu, aki npubyam nicna 31 6epesHa - 3a A06pOBIIbHUMM BHECKAMMU.

KBUTKM MOXKHa 3amMOBUTK 3BepTatouunch Ao Manuun Axynn 438-407-4067, NanuHu MpuubKos'aH BaBepyak 514-697-4170
abo KoxkHOi Heaini nicns Aityprii.

KiHueBuii TepmiH npug6aHHA KBUTKIB: 15 ciuHa 2023 p.

LLIMpo 3anpoLuy€emo BCiX B3ATW y4acTb B TPAAMULIMHIK napadisnbHiin cninbHin KyTi.

THE COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON (KUTIA) will take place on Sunday, January 22, 2023 in the Parish Hall after
the Divine Liturgy. To participate in the dinner, you must purchase or reserve a ticket in advance.
Cost of tickets are $20 per adult, children under 12 years old accompanied by their parents can attend free of

charge. Teens from 13 to 18 years pay a reduced rate of $10. Ukrainian immigrants that have arrived after March
31° can get their ticket with a voluntary contribution.

Tickets can be ordered as follows:

1. By phone — Galina Djoula 438-407-4067 or Halina Hryckowian Waverchuck 514-697-4170
2. In the church after services.

Deadline for purchase of tickets: January 15, 2023.

Everyone is warmly invited to participate in this parish tradition.




PizaBane [locsianHa Enuckonarty YkpaiHncbKoi [IpaBocaaBHoi lepkBu Kanaau
y 2022 - 2023 poui boxxomy
BceyecHomy /lyxoBeHCTBY, B XpHCTi /IlMUAKOHCTBY, i BciM Bipaum YIIIK

Xpucroc Poxpgaernscs!

3 nacku borKoi, MM 3HOBY cnoaobuancb CBATKYBATM iy ubomy 2023 poui BeNMKWIA NpasHMK Hawoi Bipu — Pizgso
locnoga i Cnaca Haworo Icyca XpucTa i AHrenn sHoBy cniBatoThb : «Cnaea bory Ha BMcOTI, | Ha 3emAi MUp, B 1t0anax 61aroBoliHHAY
(Nk 2:14).

Hawi cepus nepenoBHeHi BE/IMKOK AYXOBHOW PaficTio, «AKa He byBana», 60 N0ACTBO , AKke 6y/n0 B TempABi rpixa,
cmepTi i Bigyato, cborogHi oTpumano CnacuTensd, OTPMMAJIO CMOBHEHHS CTAapO3aBiTHMX npopouts npo Mecito, Hebo
NPUMUPAETLCA 3 3eMED, toANHa 3 Borom yepes HapoakeHHA CuHa boxoro, « Hebo i 3emnA HUHI TopXKecTBYe, AHrenun i nloam
BECEe/10 NPA3HYTbY.

Ta Ha *Kanb He BCi y LbOMY CBIiTi CnaBnaTb bora, Hi cnoBamu , Hi cBOIMM Zinamu, He NOTPebyoTb Bora y CBOEMY KUTTI,
OefKi CyMHiBaloTbCA, Wo bor icHye, iHWI HaBiTb BBaXKatoTb, LLO AKOM Bor icHyBaB, TO TaKe 3710 He TBOPWJIOCH Y CBiTi. Ane 3710y
LboMy CBITi He Big, bora. Flocnoab Haw Icyc XpucToc 3 BeIMKoi 1t060Bi « A0 HAc Ntogen i paan HAWoro cnaciHHA 3inwos 3 Hebec
i BonnotuscA Big Oyxa Cesatoro i Mapii [isu i ctas yonosikom» (Cumson Bipu), wob noctpaxkgatm, 6ytm posn’atum i
BOCKPECHYTH, W06 NepemorTu 3,10, rpix i CMepTb, AapyBaTv BiYHe XKUTTA MUp BCiM XTO B HbOro BipWTb | BUKOHYE Moro 3anosigi.

Ta Ha anb AHrenbCcbKe CNOBILLaHHA — « | HAa 3eMJli MMP» HE XO4YTb YyTWU CU/M 3/1a HA 3eMJi, AK He 4yB uap lpoa B Yacu
HapoaxKeHHs CnacuTens Ha 3emni Ginbwe 2000 pokis Tomy. 24 atotoro 2022 poky po3noyanaca 6e360kKHa i AMABOIbCbKA BillHa
Pocilicbkoi ®eaepauii npotn baraTocTparkaanbHOi MaTepi Hawoi YKpaiHW. YKpaiHCbKa apMia repoiyHo 3axuWae CcBiM Hapog, i
PiZHY 3€MJIIO Bif, YKOPCTOKOTO arpecopa. POCIMCbKMIA OKYNaHT MPUHOCUTbL CTPAXKAaHHA, Naay, 6inb, 3BipAYe HAaCUNBLCTBO, TEPOpP
i cMepTi, 3HULLYIOYM IHDPACTPYKTYPY AeprkaBu, 0b6pikatoun MinbMOHM Ntoael Ha TEMHOTY i Xxosoa,

Haw Cnacutenb HapoAMBCA He B LLAPCbKMX NasiaTax, He B KOMOPTi i Tenni, ane B neyepi Mix TBapMHaMm, Mix 1togbmun
oMy He HaliLunoca micua, 60 HixTo He NpuiiHAB B Aim [iBy Mapito i npaBeaHoro Mocuna i B roteni He Haiilnoca iM MicLA, Koau
BOHM NoZopoXyBanu Ao Bibneemy 3rigHO HaKkasy wapa ABrycta npo nepenuc HaceneHHa. TilbKM HAapOAUBCA ManeHbKuit lcyc
uap Ipog Bxe 6aume B Hbomy Hebesneky A/1A CBOro LLE@ptoBaHHA i Haka3as BOMBaTK BCiX HEMOBAAT A0 ABOX POKIB, WO BUMYCU/IO
[isy Mapito i 3 npaBegHUM Mocunom i maneHbkuM Icycom BTikaTv B 6e3neyre micue Ao EmnTy. TepniHHA, nepecnifyBaHHs,
CTparKAaHHA i Hebe3neKku 3 NepLUMX AHIB NPUXOAY Ha CBIT YeKann Haworo CnacuTens we HoBoHapoaXeHUM [IUTATKOM, BiH CTaE
BixkeHL,EeMm 3 pigHOI 3eM/1i, a XpecT i po3m’ATTA YeKanM ioro B KiHLj M0oro 3eMHOro uTTa.

Mu ocobnmeo monumoca fo HosoHapoaeHoro Crnacutens, AKMK Harato nepetepniB 3a BCiX HAc, 3a HEBUHHMX,
MUPHUX }KePTB CTPALLHMX 0bCTpiniB i bBombapayBaHb i BiXKeHLiB, COTHI TUCAY POAUH 3 AiTbMU, AKI  NMOKMHYAN YKPATHCbKY 3eMJ/Tt0
yepes cmepTesnbHy Hebesneky Bif cyvacHux lpoais, AKi BOMBaOTb HEBUHHUX AiTeM YU MOXKYTb BOUTU. BaraTo 3 HuUX, AK
MaJIeHbKWI Icyc HaMLWOB NPUXMCTOK Big, Hebe3anekn cmepTi B ErMNTI, HaLWAW NPUXUCTOK HA FOCTUHHIN KaHaACbKil 3emai.

Lopori oTui, bpaTTa i cecTpu,

MU 3aKNMKAEMO BaC TOCTUHHO BiAKPWUTU ABEepi HalLUMX LLePKOBHUX POAMH, HafaBaTW BClO HeObXiAHY AYXOBHY i maTepianbHy
ponomory notpebytoumm bixkeHuUAM 3 YKpaiHM, 0CO6AMBO pogMHaM 3 AiTbMM B HaLUil cBATIN YKpaiHCbKil MpaBocnaBHin LiepKsi
KaHagu.

Mu nanko monmmocs, wob Bcemmnoctnemin focnogb BUCYXaB Halli MOAUTBM i 3acTynHMUTBOM CBOET MaTepi AapyBas
MUp YKpaiHi i nepemory Hag, Boporamu. 310 HiKO/IM He nepemoke A0b6po, TEMHOTa He NepemoXKe CBIT/0, a rpix HiKou He
nepemorke CBATICTb, @ CMEPTb HIKO/IM HE MEepeMOoIKe KUTTA, ToMy WO Hapoausca CnacuTeslb, AKUN € AKEepenom XKUTTA i
b6escmepTa, AKMI Nepemir NeKno i Moro cuau.

Hexalt HoBoHapogakeHuit focnoab HMCMoOLW/e BCIM BaM Aap TeprnesmMBoCTi Ta BUTPMBAIOCTI, YKPINUTb BCiX BAC HECTH
Hac 3eMHUI XpecT, Wwob mn noaonanu Bei nepewkogm i 6igu.

LLle pa3 BiTaemo Bac 3 BE/IMKMM NpPa3HMKOM Pi3aBa XpMCTOBOro i MONUTOBHO Haxaemo, LWob mup ocnisaHU AHrenamu
Ha Pi3gBo (/1K 2:14) 3anaHyBaB B BalUMX Ayllax i cepusax , B HaWMX LEePKOBHUX poamMHaXx , B YKpaiHi i no ycbomy CBiTi.

3 nafkKMMn MoOAUTBaAMM 3a BCiX Bac
+ lnapioH
Apxiennckon BiHHinery i LleHTpanbHOi enapxii
Mwutpononut YLK
+ AHgpiin
€nunckon TopoHTO i CxigHOT enapxii



PARISH EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
2023 WALL CALENDARS: The Parish has received the wall calendars. The cost is $10 each. Those who would like to obtain a
calendar, please contact a church elder before or after Divine Liturgy or by emailing Walter Ostapchuk at vostapchuk76@gmail.com.
This is a UOCC Eastern Eparchy fundraiser with profits going towards the Dzherelo Children's Rehabilitation Centre in Lviv, Ukraine.
JORDAN HOME BLESSINGS (THEOPHANY, JANUARY 19, 2023): Although the pandemic has subsided to some extent, it has not yet
completely disappeared. Therefore as organized last year, so this year, the blessing of homes with Holy Water will be by request
only. Please contact Fr. Volodymyr to arrange a day and time convenient for you. (514 947 2235)

WEDDING: January 21, 2023 - Oleksandr Moroziuk & Anna Krolevets

MYSTERY OF CONFESSION & HOLY COMMUNION: If you are planning to go to confession and partake in Holy Communion, please
do so before the Sunday morning Divine Liturgy, so that Fr. Volodymyr can commence on time. Confession at 9:30 - Liturgy at 10:00.

VISITING THE SICK: Please inform Fr Volodymyr when a parishioner is admitted or discharged from a hospital or nursing home.
SUNDAY SCHOOL: Religious education will be held in the church hall from 10:00 — 10:45 pm.

CHURCH CHOIR: Rehearsals are on Sundays at 9:00 am and at 1:00 pm. For more information, please contact Helena Waverchuck at
(514) 620-9494. New members are always welcome!

FELLOWSHIP HOUR: Every Sunday, after Divine Liturgy, join us for coffee and refreshments. This is an opportunity for our
parishioners to meet and welcome guests to our family parish.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: Saint Sophie Montreal. We are streaming our services from YouTube. Please subscribe!

GENERAL INFORMATION

"LIGHT AMONG DARKNESS; HOPE SHINING THROUGH SORROW AND LOSS" - The annual special Christmas radio program will air
on Friday, January 6 at 7:00 pm on Radio CFMB 1280 AM, with special guest Halyna Lehenkovska - the mother of little

Mariia, the seven-year-old girl who died after being struck by a car in Montreal while going to school with her brother and sister.
Mrs. Halyna will share her belief that there is light in the midst of darkness and that there is hope shining through sadness and

loss. The program will also include a Christmas greeting from His Grace Bishop Andriy, bishop of Toronto and of the Eastern Eparchy
of the UOCC.

The Ukrainian-language program will be available online at UkrainianTime.com

CONTACT INFORMATION UPDATE: Please contact Luba Pukas at Ipukas@bell.net if your status, address, telephone numbers or e-
mail address have changed.

DONATIONS:
Also, we would like to remind you that the collection basket is no longer passed around during worship services. Please drop
off your offerings in the new donation box in the vestibule of the church. Your financial support is much appreciated.

ONLINE DONATIONS & MEMBERSHIP PAYMENTS can be made by visiting www.canadahelps.org or via Interac e-Transfer to
stsophiemtl@gmail.com. Thank you for your generosity.




Nativity Epistle from the Episcopate of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada
in the year of our Lord, 2022-2023
To the All-Honorable Clergy, to the Diaconate in Christ, and to all the faithful of the UOCC:

CHRIST IS BORN!

By the grace of God, we are able again this year in 2023, to celebrate the great feast of our faith - the Nativity of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Again the Angels sing: "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will among men.(Lk
2:14).

Our hearts are filled with great spiritual joy, "which has never happened," because humanity, which was in the darkness
of sin, death and despair, today receives a Savior, and completes the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies about the Messiah.
Heaven is reconciled with earth and man with God through the birth of the Son of God, "heaven and earth are now triumphant,
Angels and people are joyfully celebrating."

Unfortunately, not everyone in this world glorifies God, neither with words nor with deeds. They do not need God in
their lives; some doubt that God exists; others even believe that if God existed, such evil would not be happening in the world.

But the evil in this world is not from God. Out of great love, our Lord Jesus Christ "for us and for our salvation came
down from the heavens and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became a man" (Symbol of Faith) to suffer,
to be crucified and to be resurrected, to defeat evil, sin and death, and to grant eternal life and peace to all who believe in Him
and obey His commandments.

Unfortunately, the forces of evil on earth do not want to hear the Angel’s announcement of “ peace on earth” and do
not want to acknowledge what the Angels proclaimed, just as King Herod did not hear the announcement at the time of the
Savior's birth on earth more than 2,000 years ago. On February 24, 2022, the ungodly and diabolical war of the Russian
Federation against the long-suffering mother country, Ukraine, began. The Ukrainian army heroically defends its people and
native land from the cruel aggressor. The Russian occupier brings suffering, crying, pain, brutal violence, terror and death,
destroys the state's infrastructure, and condemns millions of people to darkness and cold.

Our Savior was not born in royal palaces, not in comfort and warmth, not among people, butin a cave among animals
because there was no place for Him. When the Virgin Mary and the righteous Joseph traveled to Bethlehem to fulfill the
population census ordered by King Augustus, no one welcomed them into their house, and there was no room for them in the
inn.

As soon as little Jesus was born, King Herod already saw Him a threat to his reign and ordered all babies under the age
of two to be killed. This forced the Virgin Mary and the righteous Joseph and little Jesus to flee to a safe place in Egypt.

Patience, persecution, suffering and danger awaited our Savior from the first days of His birth as a newborn baby. He
becomes a refugee from His native land. The Cross and crucifixion await Him at the end of His earthly life.

We especially pray to the New-born Savior, who suffered greatly for all of us. We pray for the innocent, peaceful victims
of the terrible shelling and bombing and the many refugees, for hundreds of thousands of families with children who have left
the Ukrainian land because of mortal danger from modern Herods who kill or may kill innocent children. Many of them, just as
the little Jesus found refuge from the danger of death in Egypt, now find refuge in the hospitable land of Canada.

Dear fathers, brothers and sisters,

We call on you to hospitably open the doors of our Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada parish families to provide
all the necessary spiritual and material assistance to needy refugees from Ukraine, especially to the families with children.

We fervently pray that the All-Merciful Lord will hear our prayers and, through the intercession of His Mother, grant
peace to Ukraine and victory over the enemies. Evil will never overcome good, darkness will never overcome light, sin will never
overcome holiness, and death will never overcome life, because a Savior is born, who is the source of life and immortality, and
defeats hell and its powers.

May the New-born Lord grant all of us the gift of patience and endurance, and strengthen all of us to carry our earthly
cross, so that we can overcome all obstacles and troubles.

Once again, we greet you on the great Feast of the Nativity and pray that the peace sung by the Angels at Christmas
(Lk 2:14) reigns in your souls and hearts, in our Church families, in Ukraine, and throughout the world.

With fervent prayers for all of you,
+ llarion
Archbishop of Winnipeg and Central Eparchy
Metropolitan of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada
+ Andriy
Bishop of Toronto and the Eastern Eparchy
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada



